Steelhead barriers
may come down

Panel hopes to aid
trout’s spawning
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Plans to remove barriers that
prevent  sleclhead  (rout from
spawning in Alameda Creek and
its lributarfes are gaining mo-
mentum in the wake of a study
that concluded the threatened
fish may be able to stage a
comeback.

The San Franclsco  Public
Utllities  Commisslon has  an-
nounced plans (o modify or re-
move two dams in Niles Canvon

identified as barrlers in a Feb-
ruary report to a work group of
local government agencles and
environmentalists.

The report {dentificd 18 bar-
riers that prevenl steelhead
from  reaching their  hisloric
breeding grounds In Alameda
Creek, Arroyo del Valle and Ar-
rove Mocho.

Three of the barriers are
dams the uiilities commission
owns as parl of {ts waler-supply
operatlions in  the Alameda
Creek walershed,

On Monday, commission offi-
cials announced plans to remove
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Ned MacKay, a spokesman for the East Bay Regional Park District, stands near a small dam on Alameda Creek in the Sunol Re-
gional Wilderness. The dam, Identified as a barrier to steelhead trout, soon will be removed.
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or modify Sunol and Niles dams, turn-of-
the-century projects inherited from the old
Spring Valley Water Co. Both dams were
built with hsh-tadders thal no longer fune-
ILewm.

Gelling steelhead arcund the 12-loot
Sunol Dam was one of the top priorities
tidentifled in the report fo the Alameda
Creek Fisherles Restoration Workgroup.

& radio-tagged sleelhead released at the
mouth of Niles Canyon was able to leap the
smaller Niles Dam in February 19949, Bt
the report alse recommended that the 4-
foot-high dam, bullt in 1886, be modified or
removed, i

It is yel to be decided whether the dams
will be taken out or il fish ladders will be
buill to help steelheard past the barrlers.

“The fish would be happy to pass over
those dams If we bullt a fish ladder. and
laking the dams out may have (ts own envi-

rommnental consequences,” said Joe Naras,
land and resources manager for the
SFPUC's water supply and treatment divi-
slon, Until those decislons are 'made, there
is no tme or cost estimalte [or the work,

Another barrier to steelhead migration
further upstream Is a uHIitics.,qumlsslm
diversion dam, near the SunolOhlone Re-
glonal Wilderness. The dam, which has no
provislon’ for fish passage, routes watcr
from Alameda Creek Into a tunnel for
storage In Calaveras Reservolr,

“There's plans to look at it, but it's part
of our actlve system right now, whereas
{hese two dams in Niles Canyon are not ac-
Uve,” Naras said.

Laura Kilgour, a water resources biolo-
gisl with the Alameda Counly Flood Control
and Water Conservation District, welcomed
the commission’s announcement that it in-
tends o help steelhead around the dams,

The county plans 1o apply for up to 85

ty to seek federal funding

million in federal Minding to get the troul
arouttl Darrlers in Alameda Creek. The
barriers are three fnflatable capture dams
operated by the Alameda County Water Dis-
trict and an 8-Jool-high Nood condrol bar-
rler thal pratects a Bay Area Rapid Transit
rall erossing tn Fremont.

“Onee the lish ran get beyond (hose bar-
rlers. the next big barrler 1s Sunol Dam,"
Kilgour sald. “So once that's removed, there
should be a lot more habitat avallable,
which should make our project more suc-
cessful,”

She sald that work. which would also re-
quire 1.6 million from local sponsors,
won'l begin before 2003,

The veport to the Alameda Creel Fish-
eries Restoralion Worligroup assessing the
potertial for restoring steethead teond to Al
ameda  Creeft s avadoa™e  ondine ol
TN LI, L,




